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(57) ABSTRACT

An operation management system obviates such a situation
that a power substation would trip and a supply of power to
overhead wires would stop. The operation management
system controls operation of electric drive vehicles, each of
which is provided with a trolley mode, in which the electric
drive vehicle runs by power supplied to the overhead wires,
and a diesel mode, in which the electric drive vehicle runs
by an output from an engine. A supply margin detection unit
detects a current supply margin of power and a running
position detecting unit detects a current running position of
the electric drive vehicle. A running mode detection unit
detects a current running mode of the electric drive vehicle
and a running mode determination unit determines a next
running mode based on the detection results of the supply
margin detection unit, running position detecting unit, and
running mode detection unit.
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1
OPERATION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

TECHNICAL FIELD

This invention relates to an operation management system
for electric drive vehicles, each of which is switchable
between running using power supplied from overhead wires
and running by an engine output.

BACKGROUND ART

As represented by trolley buses, there have been proposed
current-collecting electric drive vehicles, each of which runs
using power supplied from overhead wires in an area
equipped with the overhead wires but runs by drive power
from an internal combustion engine in an area equipped with
no overhead wires (see Patent Document 1).

On the other hand, such current-collecting dump trucks
are also used as dump trucks that haul ores dug by excava-
tors at a mine. In an area equipped with overhead wires, each
dump truck (electric drive vehicle) of this type runs by
driving an electric motor with power supplied from the
overhead wires, but in an area equipped with no overhead
wires, runs by driving a generator with an engine (for
example, diesel engine) and driving the electric motor with
power generated by the generator. Hereinafter, the mode in
which running is performed using power supplied from
overhead wires will be called “the trolley mode”, while the
mode in which running is performed by driving a generator
with an engine and using power generated by the generator
will be called “the diesel mode”. In general, the trolley mode
is high in running speed and can increase the transport
volume, because the power to be supplied to an electric
motor is greater in the trolley mode than in the diesel mode.
Further, the trolley mode is lower in fuel consumption
compared with the diesel mode because the trolley mode
needs no engine output. In a mine, a plurality of such dump
truck are running while switching the trolley mode and the
diesel mode depending on the running area.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENT
Patent Document
Patent Document 1: JP-A-2010-254150

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION
Problem to be Solved by the Invention

If a plurality of such dump trucks run, however, these
dump trucks come in and out of an area equipped with
overhead wires so that the number of those connected to the
overhead wires varies, leading to significant variations in the
power required for the overhead wires. If many of the dump
trucks are connected to the overhead wires and power in
excess of the power supplying capability of the overhead
wires is required to the overhead wires, a problem arises
such that a power station and/or a substation, which supplies
power to the overhead wires, may trip. Even if only a few
ones of the dump trucks are connected to the overhead wires,
a similar problem arises if the power station and/or substa-
tion is lowered in power supplying capability for a certain
cause. The occurrence of such tripping of the power station
and/or substation lowers the operating rate of the dump
trucks so that the transport volume of ores decreases. This
decrease of the transport volume of ores also leads to a
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reduction in the profits of the mine. It is, accordingly,
important to avoid such lowering of the operating rate of the
dump trucks.

To increase the transport volume of ores, on the other
hand, it is desired to run in the trolley mode as much as
possible. In addition, the running in the trolley mode is also
desired from the viewpoint of fuel consumption. However,
the more the number of dump trucks that run in the trolley
mode, the higher the risk that the power plant and/or
substation may trip.

A first object of the present invention is to obviate such a
situation that a power plant and/or a substation would trip
and a supply of power to overhead wires would stop. A
second object of the present invention is to suppress the
lowering of the operating rate of dump trucks, and at the
same time, to ensure increasing the transport volume of the
dump trucks and lowering the fuel consumption of the dump
trucks. A third object of the present invention is to make as
many dump trucks as possible run in the trolley mode.

Means for Solving the Problem

To achieve the above-described objects, an operation
management system according to the present invention is an
operation management system for managing operation of
electric drive vehicles, each of which is provided with two
running modes, one being a trolley mode in which the
electric drive vehicle runs by power supplied to overhead
wires from a power plant or a substation, the other being a
diesel mode in which the electric drive vehicle runs by an
output from an engine, and is characterized by comprising a
data reception unit for receiving a first data on a supply
margin of power as transmitted from at least one of the
power plant and the substation, a second data on a running
position as transmitted from each electric drive vehicle, and
a third data on a running mode as transmitted from each
electric drive vehicle, a supply margin detection unit for
detecting a current supply margin based on the first data, a
running position detecting unit for detecting a current run-
ning position of the electric drive vehicle based on the
second data, a running mode detection unit for detecting a
current running mode of the electric drive vehicle based on
the third data, a running mode determination unit for deter-
mining a next running mode of the electric drive vehicle
based on detection results by the supply margin detection
unit, running position detecting unit, and running mode
detection unit, and a running mode instruction unit for
instructing the running mode, which has been determined by
the running mode determination unit, to the electric drive
vehicle.

According to the present invention, the operation of the
electric drive vehicles is managed based on the supply
margin of power and the running position and running mode
of each electric drive vehicle, so that the electric drive
vehicles are not operated in the trolley mode in excess of
power that the power station and/or substation can supply. It
is, therefore, possible to avoid such an unexpected situation
that the power station and/or substation would trip suddenly
and would become no longer possible to supply power to the
overhead wires. According to the present invention, the
power station and/or substation can be prevented from
tripping, thereby making it also possible to avoid sudden
lowering of the power station and/or substation and to
ensure an increase of the transport volume by the electric
drive vehicles. Moreover, the present invention is of the
configuration that the next running mode of each electric
drive vehicle is determined to be either the trolley mode or
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the diesel mode by the supply margin of power and the
running position and running mode of the electric drive
vehicle, and therefore, can ensure lowering the fuel con-
sumption of the electric drive vehicles and making as many
electric drive vehicles as possible run in the trolley mode.

The operation management system according to the pres-
ent invention may preferably include the following configu-
rations.

If the running position of the electric drive vehicle as
detected by the running position detecting unit is outside an
area of the overhead wires, the running mode determination
unit determines the diesel mode as the next running mode of
the electric drive vehicle the running position of which is
outside of the area of the overhead wires, and the running
mode instruction unit instructs the electric drive vehicle to
switch the running mode to the diesel mode.

If the supply margin as detected by the supply margin
detection unit is smaller than a predetermined value and the
running position of the electric drive vehicle as detected by
the running position detection unit is a position where the
electric drive vehicle enters the area of the overhead wires,
the running mode determination unit determines the diesel
mode as the next running mode of the electric drive vehicle
the running position of which is in the position where the
electric drive vehicle enters the area of the overhead wires,
and the running mode instruction unit instructs the electric
drive vehicle to switch the running mode to the diesel mode.
When configured as described above, it is possible to more
certainly avoid tripping of the power station and/or substa-
tion.

If the supply margin as detected by the supply margin
detection unit is not smaller than a predetermined value, the
running position of the electric drive vehicle as detected by
the running position detection unit is inside the area of the
overhead wires and the running mode as detected by the
running mode detection unit with respect to the electric drive
vehicle the running position of which is inside the area of the
overhead wires is the diesel mode, the running mode deter-
mination unit determines the trolley mode as the next
running mode of the electric drive vehicle the running
position of which is in the area of the overhead wires and the
running mode of which is the diesel mode, and the running
mode instruction unit instructs the electric drive vehicle to
switch the running mode to the trolley mode. When config-
ured as described above, it is possible to ensure further
lowering the fuel consumption of the electric drive vehicles
and making as many electric drive vehicles as possible run
in the trolley mode.

In this configuration, it is more preferred to configure that,
if plural ones of the electric drive vehicles, the running
position of each of said plural electric drive vehicles being
in the area of the overhead wires and the running mode of
each of said plural electric drive vehicles being the diesel
mode, exist, the running mode instruction unit instructs,
based on the running positions as detected by the running
position detection unit, to switch the running mode to the
trolley mode in turn from the vehicle running at a head of the
plural electric drive vehicles. The electric drive vehicles are
faster when running in the trolley mode than when running
in the diesel mode. If the running mode of one of the electric
drive vehicles, said one electric drive vehicle running in rear
of the electric drive vehicle running at the head, were
switched to the trolley mode first, the electric drive vehicle
which is running in the diesel mode at the head would
interfere with the running of the rear electric drive vehicle
that has been switched to the trolley mode.
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If the supply margin as detected by the supply margin
detection unit is smaller than a predetermined value, the
running position of the electric drive vehicle as detected by
the running position detection unit is inside the area of the
overhead wires and the running mode as detected by the
running mode detection unit with respect to the electric drive
vehicle the running position of which is inside the area of the
overhead wires is the trolley mode, the running mode
determination unit determines the diesel mode as the next
running mode of the electric drive vehicle the running
position of which is in the area of the overhead wires and the
running mode of which is the trolley mode, and the running
mode instruction unit instructs the electric drive vehicle to
switch the running mode to the diesel mode. When config-
ured as described above, it is possible to more certainly
avoid tripping of the power station and/or substation.

In this configuration, it is more preferred to configure that,
if plural ones of the electric drive vehicles, the running
position of each of said plural electric drive vehicles being
in the area of the overhead wires and the running mode of
each of said plural electric drive vehicles being the trolley
mode, exist, the running mode instruction unit instructs,
based on the running positions as detected by the running
position detection unit, to switch the running mode to the
diesel mode in turn from the vehicle running at a tail of the
plural electric drive vehicles. If the running mode of one of
the electric drive vehicles, said one electric drive vehicle
running in front of the electric drive vehicle running at the
tail, were switched to the diesel mode first, the electric drive
vehicle which has been switched to the diesel mode would
interfere with the running of the rear electric drive vehicle or
vehicles that is or are running in the trolley mode.

Also to achieve the above-described objects, another
operation management system according to the present
invention is a managing operation of electric drive vehicles,
each of which is provided with two running modes, one
being a trolley mode in which the electric drive vehicle runs
by driving an electric motor with power supplied to over-
head wires from a power plant or a substation, the other
being a diesel mode in which the electric drive vehicle runs
by driving the electric motors with an output from an engine,
and is characterized by comprising a data reception unit for
receiving a first data on a supply margin of power as
transmitted from at least one of the power plant and the
substation, and a second data on a running position as
transmitted from each electric drive vehicle, a supply margin
detection unit for detecting a current supply margin based on
the first data, a running position detecting unit for detecting
a current running position of the electric drive vehicle based
on the second data, a running mode determination unit for
determining a next running mode of the electric drive
vehicle based on a detection result by the running position
detecting unit, a running mode instruction unit for instruct-
ing the running mode, which has been determined by the
running mode determination unit, to the electric drive
vehicle, an electric motor output determination unit for
determining an output command to the electric motor based
on detection results of the supply margin detection unit and
running position detection unit, and an electric motor output
instruction unit for instructing the output command, which
has been determined by the electric motor output determi-
nation unit, to the electric drive vehicle.

According to the present invention, the operation of the
electric drive vehicles is managed based on the supply
margin of power and the running position of each electric
drive vehicle, so that the electric drive vehicles are not
operated in the trolley mode in excess of power that the
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power station and/or substation can supply. It is, therefore,
possible to avoid such an unexpected situation that the
power station and/or substation would trip suddenly and
would become no longer possible to supply power to the
overhead wires. According to the present invention, the
power station and/or substation can be prevented from
tripping, thereby making it also possible to avoid sudden
lowering of the operating rates of the electric drive vehicles.

Advantageous Effects of the Invention

According to the present invention, it is possible to
prevent the tripping of a power plant and/or station and to
suppress the lowering of the operating rate of electric drive
vehicles, and at the same time, also to make as many electric
drive vehicles as possible run in the trolley mode. It is,
therefore, possible to ensure increasing the transport volume
of'the electric drive vehicles and lowering the fuel consump-
tion of the electric drive vehicles.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram of a dump truck as one
example of an electric drive vehicle to which the present
invention has been applied.

FIG. 2 is an overall configuration diagram of a mine to
which the present invention has been applied.

FIG. 3 is a configuration diagram of an operation man-
agement system according to a first embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart illustrating the procedure of a main
process to be executed by the operation management system
according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a flow chart depicting the procedure of the dump
truck operation process illustrated in FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 shows by way of example the management of
operation of dump trucks by the operation management
system according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a configuration diagram of an operation man-
agement system according to a second embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 8 is a flow chart illustrating the procedure of a dump
truck operation process to be executed by the operation
management system according to the second embodiment.

FIG. 9 shows by way of example the management of
operation of dump trucks by the operation management
system according to the second embodiment.

MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

With reference to the drawings, a description will here-
inafter be made about operation management systems
according to embodiments of the present invention. In these
embodiments, descriptions will be made about systems each
of which controls operation of dump trucks as examples of
electric drive vehicles. About the configuration and running
operation of each dump truck, a description will hence be
made first with reference to FIG. 1.

FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram of the dump truck. The
dump truck to which this embodiment is applied is provided,
as shown in FIG. 1, with a diesel engine 1, a generator 2, a
rectifier 3, inverters 4,5, electric motors 6,7, reduction gears
8,9, wheels 10,11, a chopper 12, a regenerative resistor 13,
pantographs 15, a magnetic connector 16, and a reactor 17.

This dump truck can run in two modes, one being a diesel
mode, and the other a trolley mode. Now, a description will

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

first be made of operation when the dump truck runs in the
diesel mode. In the diesel mode, the diesel engine 1 drives
the generator 2, and the generator 2 outputs three-phase AC
power. The rectifier 3 rectifies the three-phase AC power,
which has been outputted by the generator 2, into DC power,
and supplies the DC power to the inverter 4 and inverter 5.
The inverter 4 converts the DC current, which has been
supplied from the rectifier 3, to AC power of variable
frequency, and supplies it to the electric motor 6 to drive the
electric motor 6. The inverter 5 converts the DC current,
which has been supplied from the rectifier 3, to AC power
of variable frequency, and supplies it to the electric motor 7
to drive the electric motor 7. The electric motor 6 is
connected to the wheel 10 via the reduction gear 8, so that
the wheel 10 rotates when the electric motor 6 is driven by
the inverter 4. The electric motor 7 is connected to the wheel
11 via the reduction gear 9, so that the wheel 11 rotates when
the electric motor 7 is driven by the inverter 5. The wheel 10
is arranged on a left side of a body of the dump truck, while
the wheel 11 is arranged on a right side of the body of the
dump truck. The dump truck accelerates when the wheel 10
and wheel 11 rotate.

Upon deceleration of the dump truck, on the other hand,
the electric motor 6 and electric motor 7 operate as genera-
tors, so that the kinetic energy of the dump truck is converted
to electric energy and power is regenerated in a DC circuit
of the inverter 4 and inverter 5. To absorb the regenerative
power regenerated at this time, the regenerative resistor 13
is connected to the DC circuit of the inverter 4 and inverter
5 via the chopper 12. When the DC voltage of the DC circuit
of'the inverter 4 and inverter 5 exceeds a specified value, the
chopper 12 is actuated to consume the regenerated power at
the regenerative resistor 13.

A description will next be made of operation upon run-
ning in the trolley mode. The overhead wires 14 are con-
nected to the DC circuit of the inverter 4 and inverter 5 via
the pantographs 15, magnetic connector 16 and reactor 17.
When the magnetic connector 16 is turned on, DC power is
supplied from the side of the overhead wires 14 to the
inverter 4 and inverter 5. The inverter 4 converts the DC
power, which has been supplied from the side of the over-
head wires 14, to AC power of variable frequency, and
supplies it to the electric motor 6 to drive the electric motor
7. The inverter 5 converts the DC power, which has been
supplied from the side of the overhead wires 14, to AC
power of variable frequency, and supplies it to the electric
motor 7 to drive the electric motor 7. As in the diesel mode,
the electric motor 6 is driven by the inverter 4 and the
electric motor 7 is driven by the inverter 5, whereby the
wheel 10 and wheel 11 rotate and the dump truck acceler-
ates.

Upon deceleration of the dump truck, on the other hand,
the electric motor 6 and electric motor 7 operate as genera-
tors as in the diesel mode, so that the kinetic energy of the
dump truck is converted to electric energy and power is
regenerated in the DC circuit of the inverter 4 and inverter
5. When the DC voltage of the DC circuit of the inverter 4
and inverter 5 exceeds the specified value, the chopper 12 is
actuated to consume the regenerated power at the regenera-
tive resistor 13.

As described above, in the diesel mode, the dump truck
runs by driving the generator 2 with the diesel engine 1 and
driving the electric motors 6,7 with power generated by the
generator 2, and in the trolley mode, the dump truck runs by
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driving the electric motors 6,7 with power supplied from the
overhead wires 14.

FIG. 2 shows the configuration diagram of an entire mine.
A power plant 20 supplies AC power to a substation 31 and
loads 32. The substation 31 lowers the voltage of the
supplied AC power by a transformer, and subsequent to
rectification by a rectifier, supplies DC power to the over-
head wires 14. A management station 18, which performs
management of the mine, communicates, via a communica-
tion network 19 such as a wireless network, with the power
plant 20 that supplies AC current to the substation 31, the
substation 31 that supplies DC current to the overhead wires
14, and dump trucks 21a, 215, 21¢, 21d, 21e. It is to be noted
that any number of trucks can be included although the five
dump truck are included in this embodiment. The power
plant 20 and substation 31 each detect the margin of sup-
plying power to the overhead wires 14, and transmit it as a
supply margin to the management station 18 via the com-
munication network 19. Here, the term “supply margin”
means an index that indicates how much power the power
plant 20 or substation 31 would be able to supply further.

The supply margin of the power station 20 indicates the
percentage of power, which the power plant 20 can further
supply to the substation 31, relative to the rated output of the
power plant 20. Assuming that the rated output of the power
plant 20 is W1 and the current output of the power plant 20
is W2, the supply margin (%) of the power plant 20 can then
be determined by (1-W2/W1)x100. If the power plant 20 is
outputting power as much as 90% of the rated output, for
example, the supply margin is 10%. Now assume that the
power plant 20 becomes difficult to perform rated operation
for a certain cause and can output, for example, only 50% of
the rated output at the maximum. If the power plant 20 is
outputting power as little as 40% of the rated output, the
supply margin is also 10%.

The supply margin of the substation 31 indicates the
percentage of power, which the substation 31 can further
supply to the overhead wires 14, relative to the rated output
of the substation 31. Assuming that the rated output of the
substation 31 is W3 and the current output of the substation
31 is W4, the supply margin (%) of the substation 31 can
then be determined by (1-W4/W3)x100. If the substation 31
is outputting power as much as 90% of the rated output, for
example, the supply margin is 10%. As an alternative, the
supply margin of the substation 31 may be an index that
indicates how much current the substation 31 can supply
further. Now assuming that the rated current of the substa-
tion 31 is 13 and the current of the substation 31 at present
is 14, the supply margin (%) of the substation 31 can then be
determined by (1-14/13)x100. If the substation 31 is out-
putting current as much as 90% of the rated current, the
supply margin is 10%.

It is to be noted that, by comparing an index that indicates
how much power the substation 31 can supply further with
another index that indicates how much current the substation
31 can supply further, the index of a smaller value may be
used as the supply margin of the substation 31. If the
substation 31 is outputting power as much as 90% of its
rated output and is outputting current as much as 95% of its
rated current, for example, the supply margin is then 5%. If
the substation 31 is outputting power as much as 90% of its
rated output and is outputting current as much as 85% of its
rated current, on the other hand, the supply margin is then
10%.

The dump trucks 21a,215,21¢,21d,21e are provided with
GPS receivers, respectively. These GPS receivers measure
the running positions of the individual dump trucks, and
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transmit the thus-measured running positions to the man-
agement station 18 via the communication network 19.
Further, the dump trucks 21a,215,21¢,21d,21e also transmit
the current running modes of the individual dump trucks,
that is, whether the individual dump trucks are running in the
diesel mode or are running in the trolley mode, to the
management station 18 via the communication network 19.

The management station 18 determines the next running
mode commands of the individual dump trucks from the
supply margin of the power plant 20, the supply margin of
the substation 31, and the running positions and running
modes of the dump trucks 21a,215,21¢,21d,21e, and trans-
mit the running mode commands to the dump trucks 21a,
215,21¢,21d,21e via the communication network 19. If the
transmitted running mode commands are different from the
current running modes, the dump trucks 21a,215,21¢,21d,
21le switch the running modes in accordance with the
running mode commands.

FIG. 3 shows the configuration of the operation manage-
ment system according to the first embodiment. As shown in
FIG. 3, the operation management system according to the
first embodiment is provided with a data receiver (data
reception unit) 22, a vehicle position detector (vehicle
position detecting unit) 23, a running mode detector (run-
ning mode detection unit) 24, a supply margin detector
(supply margin detection unit) 25, a running mode command
computing unit (running mode determination unit) 26, and a
data transmitter (running mode instruction unit) 27. This
operation control system is installed in the management
station 18, receives various data transmitted from the power
plant 20, substation 31 and dump trucks 21a-21e to the
management station 18 via the communication network 19,
and manages the operation of the dump trucks 21a-21e
based on these received data. A description will hereinafter
be made in detail as to how the management station 18 is
managing the operation of the dump trucks.

The data receiver 22 receives, via the communication
network 19, first data on the supply margins of the power
plant 20 and substation 31, second data on the running
positions of the individual dump trucks, and third data on the
running modes of the individual dump trucks. The vehicle
position detector 23 detects, from the second data, the
running positions of the individual dump trucks. The run-
ning mode detector 24 detects, from the third data, the
running modes of the individual dump trucks. The supply
margin detector 25 detects, from the first data, the supply
margins of the power plant 20 and substation 31. Using, as
inputs, the running positions of the individual dump trucks
as outputted from the vehicle position detector 23, the
running modes of the individual dump trucks as outputted
from the running mode detector 24, and the supply margins
of the power plant 20 and substation 31 as outputted from
the supply margin detector 25, the running mode command
computing unit 26 outputs running mode commands to the
individual dump trucks. Using, as inputs, the running mode
commands outputted from the running mode command
computing unit 26, the data transmitter 27 transmits the
running mode commands to the individual dump trucks via
the communication network 19.

A description will next be made about the procedure of
processing by the operation management system according
to the first embodiment. FIG. 4 is a flow chart of a main
process by the operation management system according to
the first embodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 4, when the main
process is started, timer setting processing is performed in
S201. A time t to be set in S201 is, for example, 3 minutes.
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It is to be noted that this time t can be determined as desired
depending on a determination value A (to be described
subsequently herein) for the supply margins, the number of
the dump trucks, and the like. In S202, timer subtraction
processing is next performed.

In S203, a determination is next made as to whether or not
t=0. If “Yes” in S203, an operation process of the dump
trucks, said operation process being to be described next, is
performed. When the operation process of the dump trucks
is performed once, the process then returns again to before
S201, and the processing of S201 to S204 is repeated. It is
to be noted that, if “No” in S203, the process returns to
before S202, and timer subtraction processing is repeated
until t=0. As is apparent from this FIG. 4, the dump truck
operation process is started periodically at a timing of once
every three minutes.

A description will next be made about details of the dump
truck operation process. FIG. 5 is a flow chart of the
operation process of the dump trucks. In S401, the data
receiver 22 receives first data on the supply margins of the
power plant 20 and substation 31, second data on the
running positions of the individual dump trucks, and third
data on the running modes of the individual dump trucks.
After execution of S401, the process moves to S402. In
S402, the vehicle position detector 23 detects the running
positions of the individual dump trucks from the second
data. After execution of S402, the process moves to S403.

In S403, the running mode detector 24 detects the running
modes of the individual dump trucks from the third data.
After execution of S403, the process moves to S404. In
S404, the supply margin detector 25 detects the supply
margins of the power plant 20 and substation 31 from the
first data. After execution of S404, the process moves to
S405.

In S405, running mode commands for the individual
dump trucks are computed from the running positions of the
individual dump trucks. Described specifically, a command
of running in the trolley mode is computed for each dump
truck existing in the overhead wire area, and a command of
running in the diesel mode is computed for each dump truck
existing in the non-overhead wire area. After execution of
S405, the process moves to S406.

In S406, the supply margins of the power plant 20 and
substation 31 are compared with the determination value
(predetermined value) A. If either one of the supply margins
is smaller than the determination value A, the process moves
to S407, or otherwise moves to S408. It is to be noted that
the determination value to be compared with the supply
margin of the power plant 20 and the determination value to
be compared with the supply margin of the substation 31
may be set individually.

In S407, processing is performed to select each dump
truck, which is running in the trolley mode and is to be
switched to the diesel mode, such that the supply margins of
the power plant 20 and substation 31 become equal to or
greater than the determination value A. Here, the dump
trucks to be switched to the diesel mode are selected in turn
from the dump truck running at a tail out of the dump trucks
running in the trolley mode. This is to prevent each dump
truck, which will run in the diesel mode, from interfering
with the running of any dump truck running in the trolley
mode, because the dump trucks are faster when running in
the trolley mode than when running in the diesel mode. After
execution of S407, the process moves to S409.

In S408, processing is performed to select each dump
truck, which is running in the diesel mode and is to be
switched to the trolley mode, to an extent that the supply
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margins of the power plant 20 and substation 31 satisfy the
relationship of being equal to or greater than the determi-
nation value A. Here, the dump trucks to be switched to the
trolley mode are selected in turn from the dump truck
running at a head out of the dump trucks running in the
diesel mode in the overhead wire area. This is to prevent
each dump truck, which will run in the diesel mode, from
interfering with the running of any dump truck running in
the trolley mode, because the dump trucks are faster when
running in the trolley mode than when running in the diesel
mode. After execution of S408, the process moves to S409.

In S409, based on the running mode command for each
individual dump truck as computed in S405, computation is
performed to change the running mode command such that
for the dump truck selected in S407, it becomes a running
mode command in the diesel mode but for the dump truck
selected in S408, it becomes a running mode command in
the trolley mode. After execution of S409, the process
moves to S410.

In S410, it is determined whether or not there is any dump
truck which is newly entering the overhead wire area and
which is before being switched from the diesel mode to the
trolley mode. The process moves to S411 if “Yes”, but to
S412 if “No”.

In S411, if the supply margin of the power plant 20 or
substation 31 becomes smaller than the determination value
A upon switching of the dump truck, which is newly
entering the overhead wire area, from the diesel mode to the
trolley mode, computation is performed to change the run-
ning mode command such that the diesel mode will be
continued without effecting the switching from the diesel
mode to the trolley mode. After execution of S411, the
process moves to S412.

In S412, the data transmitter 27 transmits the running
mode command to each dump truck. Upon execution of
S412, the series of processing ends.

The determination value A is set in consideration of
output variations of the power plant 20 and variations in the
power to be consumed by the loads 32. Assuming, for
example, that output variations of the power plant 20 are
+10% relative to the rated output of the power plant 20 and
variations of the power consumed by the loads 32 are +10%,
the power that can be supplied to the overhead wires 14 may
decrease by 20% if, transiently, the output of the power plant
20 decreases by 10% and the power consumed by the loads
32 increases by 10%. Therefore, the determination value A
is set, for example, at 20%. By setting as described above,
the overhead wires 14 no longer require any power in excess
of the supply capability of the power plant 20, thereby
making it possible to avoid tripping of the power plant 20.

By adopting such a flow chart as described above, the
supply margins of the power plant 20 and substation 31 can
be maintained equal to or greater than the determination
value A. As a consequence, it is possible to avoid tripping of
the power plant 20 and/or substation 31, and hence, to avoid
lowering of the operating rates of the dump trucks. As the
number of dump trucks running in the trolley mode
increases to an extent that the supply margins of the power
plant 20 and substation 31 remain equal to or greater than the
determination value A, it is possible to assure an increase in
the transport volume of ores and a reduction in fuel con-
sumption.

FIG. 6 shows one example of operation management
when the operation of dump trucks is managed by the
operation management system according to the first embodi-
ment. Dump trucks enter the overhead wire area one after
one at time T1, time T2 and time T3 and are each switched
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from the diesel mode to the trolley mode, whereby the
supply margin of the power plant 20 decreases stepwise. It
is to be noted that for the sake of simplification of descrip-
tion, a description of the supply margin of the substation 31
is omitted here. A still further dump truck enters the over-
head wire area at time T4. This dump truck, however,
continues to run still in the diesel mode in the overhead wire
area, because the supply margin would fall below the
determination value A if the dump truck were switched from
the diesel mode to the trolley mode.

The dump truck, which has been running in the trolley
mode in the overhead wire area, runs to outside the overhead
wire area at time T5. As the supply margin then increases,
the dump truck which has been running in the diesel mode
in the overhead wire area is switched to the trolley mode at
time T6. When the supply capability of the power plant 20
is lowered at time T7 for a certain cause, the supply margin
falls below the determination value A. The dump truck,
which is running at the tail out of the dump trucks running
in the trolley mode in the overhead wire area, is then
switched to the diesel mode at time T8, and the supply
margin surpasses the determination value A.

As has been described above, adjustments are made such
that the supply margin of the power plant 20 surpasses the
determination value A and as many dump trucks as possible
run in the trolley mode.

A description will next be made about an operation
management system according to a second embodiment.
The same parts as in the first embodiment are designated by
the same reference numerals, and their description will be
omitted. FIG. 7 shows the configuration of the operation
management system according to the first embodiment. As
shown in FIG. 7, the operation management system accord-
ing to the second embodiment is provided with the data
receiver (data reception unit) 22, the vehicle position detec-
tor (vehicle position detecting unit) 23, the supply margin
detector (supply margin detection unit) 25, a running mode
command computing unit (running mode determination
unit) 30, an electric motor output command computing unit
(electric motor output determination unit) 28, and the data
transmitter (running mode instruction unit and electric motor
output instruction unit) 27. This operation control system is
installed in a management station 29, receives various data
transmitted from the power plant 20, substation 31 and dump
trucks 21a-21e to the management station 29 via the com-
munication network 19, and manages the operation of the
dump trucks 21a-21e based on these received data. A
description will hereinafter be made in detail as to how the
management station 29 is managing the operation of the
dump trucks.

The data receiver 22 receives, via the communication
network 19, first data on the supply margins of the power
plant 20 and substation 31, and second data on the running
positions of the individual dump trucks. The vehicle position
detector 23 detects, from the second data, the running
positions of the individual dump trucks. The supply margin
detector 25 detects, from the first data, the supply margins of
the power plant 20 and substation 31. Using, as inputs, the
running positions of the individual dump trucks as outputted
from the vehicle position detector 23, the running mode
command computing unit 30 outputs running mode com-
mands to the individual dump trucks. Using, as inputs, the
running positions of the individual dump trucks as outputted
from the vehicle position detector 23 and the supply margins
of the power plant 20 and substation 31 as outputted by the
supply margin detector 25, the electric motor output com-
mand computing unit 28 outputs electric motor output

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

commands (output commands) to the electric motors that
drive the wheels of the individual dump trucks. Using, as
inputs, the running mode commands outputted from the
running mode command computing unit 30 and the electric
motor output commands for the individual dump trucks as
outputted from the electric motor output command comput-
ing unit 28, the data transmitter 27 transmits the running
mode commands and electric motor output commands to the
individual dump trucks via the communication network 19.

A description will next be made about the procedure of
processing by the operation management system according
to the second embodiment. It is to be noted that similar to the
operation management system according to the first embodi-
ment, the operation management system according to the
second embodiment also performs the dump truck operation
process at a timing of once every three minutes (see FIG. 4).

A description will next be made about details of the dump
truck operation process. FIG. 8 is a flowchart of the opera-
tion process of the dump trucks. In S601, the data receiver
22 receives first data on the supply margins of the power
plant 20 and substation 31 and second data on the running
positions of the individual dump trucks. After execution of
S601, the process moves to S602. In S602, the vehicle
position detector 23 detects the running positions of the
individual dump trucks from the second data. After execu-
tion 0f S602, the process moves to S603. In S603, the supply
margin detector 25 detects the supply margins of the power
plant 20 and substation 31 from the first data. After execu-
tion of S603, the process moves to S604.

In S604, running mode commands for the individual
dump trucks are computed from the running positions of the
individual dump trucks. Described specifically, a command
of running in the trolley mode is computed for each dump
truck existing in the overhead wire area, and a command of
running in the diesel mode is computed for each dump truck
existing in the non-overhead wire area. After execution of
S604, the process moves to S605.

In S605, the supply margins of the power plant 20 and
substation 31 are compared with the determination value A.
It either one of the supply margins is smaller than the
determination value A, the process moves to S606, or
otherwise moves to S607. It is to be noted that the deter-
mination value to be compared with the supply margin of the
power plant 20 and the determination value to be compared
with the supply margin of the substation 31 may be set
individually.

In S606, computation is performed to change the electric
motor output command for the electric motor, which drives
the wheels of each dump truck running in the trolley mode,
such that the supply margins of the power plant 20 and
substation 31 become equal to or greater than the determi-
nation value A. Here, these electric motor output commands
are computed such that the running speed of any aftrunning
one of the dump trucks becomes higher in running speed
than any forerunning one of the dump trucks. This is to avoid
such a situation that the aftrunning dump truck would catch
up with and would come close to the forerunning dump truck
if the speed of the aftrunning dump truck became higher than
the speed of the forerunning dump truck. After execution of
S606, the process moves to S607. As an alternative, the
electric motor output commands may be computed such that
the speeds of all of plural ones of the dump trucks, said
plural dump trucks running in the trolley mode, will be
equally lowered. In this case, there is an advantage in that
the working process at the mine requires no change because
the fore-to-aft distances between the running dump trucks
are maintained.
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In S607, the data transmitter 27 transmits the running
mode command and electric motor output command to each
dump truck. Upon execution of S607, the series of process-
ing ends.

The determination value A is set in consideration of
output variations of the power plant 20 and variations in the
power to be consumed by the loads 32. Assuming, for
example, that output variations of the power plant 20 are
+10% relative to the rated output of the power plant 20 and
variations of the power consumed by the loads 32 are +10%,
the power that can be supplied to the overhead wires 14 may
decrease by 20% if, transiently, the output of the power plant
20 decreases by 10% and the power consumed by the loads
32 increases by 10%. Therefore, the determination value A
is set, for example, at 20%. By setting as described above,
the overhead wires 14 no longer require any power in excess
of the supply capability of the power plant 20, thereby
making it possible to avoid tripping of the power plant 20.

By adopting such a flow chart as described above, the
supply margins of the power plant 20 and substation 31 can
be maintained equal to or greater than the determination
value A. As a consequence, it is possible to avoid tripping of
the power plant 20 and/or substation 31, and hence, to avoid
lowering of the operating rates of the dump trucks. As the
number of dump trucks running in the trolley mode
increases to an extent that the supply margins of the power
plant 20 and substation 31 remain equal to or greater than the
determination value A, it is possible to assure an increase in
the transport volume of ores and a reduction in fuel con-
sumption.

FIG. 9 shows one example of operation management
when the operation of dump trucks is managed by the
operation management system according to the second
embodiment. Dump trucks enter the overhead wire area one
after one at time T1, time T2 and time T3 and are each
switched from the diesel mode to the trolley mode, whereby
the supply margin of the power plant 20 decreases stepwise.
It is to be noted that for the sake of simplification of
description, a description of the supply margin of the sub-
station 31 is omitted here. A still further dump truck enters
the overhead wire area at time T4 and is switched from the
diesel mode to the trolley mode, whereby the supply margin
falls below the determination value A. The electric motor
output command for the electric motor, which drives the
wheels of the dump truck running in the trolley mode in the
overhead wire area, is then decreased so that the supply
margin surpasses the determination value A at time T5.

The dump truck, which has been running in the trolley
mode in the overhead wire area, runs to outside the overhead
wire area at time T6. As the supply margin then increases,
the electric motor output command for the electric motor,
which drives the wheels of the dump truck running in the
trolley mode in the overhead wire area, is restored, whereby
the supply margin decreases at time T7 to an extent that still
surpasses the determination value A. When the supply
capability of the power plant 20 is lowered at time T8 for a
certain cause, the supply margin falls below the determina-
tion value A. The electric motor output command for the
electric motor, which drives the wheels of the dump truck
running in the trolley mode in the overhead wire area, is then
decreased, whereby the supply margin surpasses the deter-
mination value A at time T9.

As has been described above, adjustments are made such
that the electric motor output command for the electric
motor, which drives the wheels of the dump truck running in
the trolley mode, is adjusted such that the supply margin of
the power plant 20 surpasses the determination value A, and
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adjustments are made such that as many dump trucks as
possible run in the trolley mode.

It is to be noted that in the foregoing, the supply margins
of the power plant 20 and substation 31 were assured to
become equal to or greater than the predetermined value A
in the computation of the running mode command for each
dump truck and the computation of the electric motor output
command for the electric motor that drives the wheels.
However, there is also a limitation to the power or current
that can be passed through the overhead wires 14. By
detecting, as the supply margin of the overhead wires 14,
how much power or current the overhead wires 14 can
supply further, the supply margins of the power plant 20,
substation 31 and overhead wires 14 may be assured to
become equal to or greater than the predetermined determi-
nation value A. Further, the determination value to be
compared with the supply margin of the power plant 20, the
determination value to be compared with the supply margin
of the substation 31 and the determination value to be
measured with the supply margin of the overhead wire 14
may be set individually.

LEGENDS

1: diesel engine (engine), 2: generator, 3: rectifier, 4:
inverter, 5: inverter, 6: electric motor, 7: electric motor, 8:
reduction gear, 9: reduction gear, 10: wheel, 11: wheel, 12:
chopper, 13: regenerative resistor, 14: overhead wires, 15:
pantographs, 16: magnetic connector, 17: reactor, 18: man-
agement station, 19: communication network, 20: power
plant, 21a-21e: dump trucks (electric drive vehicles), 22:
data receiver (data reception unit), 23: vehicle position
detector (running position detecting unit), 24: running mode
detector (running mode detection unit), 25: power supply
margin detector supply margin detection unit), 26: running
mode command computing unit (running mode determina-
tion unit), 27: data transmitter (running mode instruction
unit, electric motor output instruction unit), 28: motor output
command computing unit (motor output determination unit),
29: management station, 30: running mode command com-
puting unit (running mode determination unit), 31: substa-
tion, 32: loads.

The invention claimed is:

1. An operation management system for managing opera-
tion of a plurality of electric drive vehicles, each of which
is provided with two running modes including a trolley
mode in which the respective one of the electric drive
vehicles runs by power supplied by overhead wires from a
power plant or a substation and a diesel mode in which the
respective one of the electric drive vehicles runs by power
obtained from a generator driven by a diesel engine, the
operation management system being installed in a manage-
ment station and connected to communicate with the electric
drive vehicles via a communication network, the operation
management system comprising:

a data reception unit for receiving first data on a supply
margin of power as transmitted from at least one of the
power plant and the substation, second data on respec-
tive running positions as transmitted from each of the
electric drive vehicles over the network, and third data
of the respective running modes as transmitted from
each of the electric drive vehicles over the network;

a supply margin detection unit for detecting a current
supply margin based on the first data;

a running position detecting unit for detecting current
running positions of the respective electric drive
vehicles based on the second data;
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a running mode detection unit for detecting current run-
ning modes of the respective electric drive vehicles
based on the third data;

a running mode determination unit for determining next
running modes of the respective electric drive vehicles
based on detection results by the supply margin detec-
tion unit, running position detecting unit, and running
mode detection unit; and

a running mode instruction unit for instructing the next
running modes, which have been determined by the
running mode determination unit, to the respective
electric drive vehicles over the network,

wherein when the respective running positions of said
electric drive vehicles are in an area of the overhead
wires and the respective running modes of said plural
electric drive vehicles are the same, the running mode
instruction unit instructs, based on the respective run-
ning positions as detected by the running position
detection unit, to switch the respective running modes
in turn from one of the electric drive vehicles running
at a head or a tail of the electric drive vehicles.

2. The operation management system according to claim

15

wherein, when the supply margin as detected by the
supply margin detection unit is not smaller than a
predetermined value, the respective running positions
of the electric drive vehicles as detected by the running
position detection unit are in the area of the overhead
wires and the respective running modes as detected by
the running mode detection unit of each of said plural
electric drive vehicles are the diesel mode, the running
mode determination unit determines the trolley mode as
the next running mode of the one of the electric drive
vehicles running at the head of the electric drive
vehicles, and the running mode instruction unit
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instructs the electric drive vehicles to switch to the
trolley mode in turn from the one of the electric drive
vehicles running at the head of the electric drive
vehicles.

3. The operation management system according to claim

wherein, when the supply margin as detected by the
supply margin detection unit is smaller than a prede-
termined value, the respective running positions of the
electric drive vehicles as detected by the running posi-
tion detection unit are in the area of the overhead wires
and the respective running modes as detected by the
running mode detection unit of each of said plural
electric drive vehicles are the trolley mode, the running
mode determination unit determines the diesel mode as
the next running mode of the one of the electric drive
vehicles running at the tail of the electric drive vehicles,
and the running mode instruction unit instructs the
electric drive vehicles to switch to the diesel mode in
turn from the one of the electric drive vehicles running
at the tail of the electric drive vehicles.

4. The operation management system according to claim

wherein, when the supply margin as detected by the
supply margin detection unit is smaller than a prede-
termined value and the respective running positions of
the electric drive vehicles as detected by the running
position detection unit includes that another one of the
electric drive vehicles enters the area of the overhead
wires, the running mode determination unit determines
the diesel mode as the next running mode of the other
one of the electric drive vehicles, and the running mode
instruction unit instructs the other one of the electric
drive vehicles to switch to the diesel mode.

#* #* #* #* #*



